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Are you still typing? - pixolus wins "Start Me Up!" competition

Every year, millions of readings from meters for electricity, gas, and water
are fed into accounting data bases. Bank account numbers are typed into
online banking forms. Balances are typed into travel expense reports. This
takes time, effort - and can be error prone. On the other hand, it is quite
common today to scan bar codes and QR codes with a smartphone or
mobile device in general. pixolus takes it a step forward: their software
gives users the comfort of a QR code reader - for data that was meant to
be primarily human readable and is still typed in today.

Unlike a desktop scanner and smooth pieces of paper, a mobile
application in general is faced with complex lighting situations and no
knowledge about viewing angle and position of the camera. This makes
optical character recognition on smartphones and tablets a very
challenging task with no wide-spread recognition solution available today.
On the other hand, such mobile devices offer high-quality cameras and
significant processing power - best prerequisites for visual data
acquisition. All you need is pixolus' software.

-

The pixolus-team has a deep background in computer vision. Its members
have previously worked in the research departments at Fraunhofer,
Robert Bosch, and Philips. Co-founder and CEO Dr. Mark Asbach explains:
"We use machine learning to train our system what meters and digits look
like. Our algorithms are efficient enough to run directly on the mobile
device. The results during data capture are instantly available. This also
alleviates data security concerns: the data stays with the user since we
don't process it in the cloud."

pixolus' solutions are primarily aimed at companies and developers who
want to extend their product by a comfortable and error robust data
entry. The software can easily be integrated on different hardware and B e
software platforms.

On CeBIT, pixolus will present their meter reading app. Employees and
customers of power suppliers may soon read meters by simply pointing
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